5 STEP GUIDE: NATIONAL

HOW TO SPOT FAKE NEWS OBSERVER

@ conFirM THE SOURCE

If you’re unfamiliar with the media outlet or author, read their about and contact pages to learn more
about who they are and what they do. Most trustworthy media outlets will make it clear what they are
about (including disclaimers on satirical news sites). Still not sure? Some fake news sites will go so far
as to copy legitimate outlets. If the URL, logo or design looks strange, if may be worth a closer look.

Q CHECK THE FACTS

When something catches your attention, see what other news outlets are saying about the story and
who their sources are. Take note of any similarities or differences in facts. Still not sure if the story is
true? Try fact-checking sites like Factscan.ca and Snopes.com. These sites are dedicated to finding
the truth.

If the content you are reading is messy, riddled with typos or grammar errors, or full of exclamation
marks and all caps, it could be fake news. Most legitimate sources follow strict style guides and only
publish clean, edited content. The same goes for images and videos - pay attention for signs of
doctored footage.

Deceptive sites often use sensational headlines to hook readers and generate clicks. Before sharing
a story, do your due diligence and read it in full. Most legitimate news outlets will include attribution
and quotes from trustworthy sources as a way to add varying viewpoints to the story and enhance
credibility. Chances are if you are reading a story with no sources, you are either reading an opinion
piece or some form of fake news. Take heed.

a SPEAK UP

Media creators and consumers are responsible for fighting fake news. If you see fake news, or
questionable content, reach out to the person who shared it and start a conversation about why the
content doesn’t look credible. Sharing what you know can help others avoid falling into the fake news.




